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In an Oct. 3 interview broadcast on local radio, Salvadoran Health Minister Lisandro Vasquez said
that of 3,000 confirmed cases of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) since the first
victim was diagnosed in 1984, 990 persons have died. According to the minister, experts estimate
the number of Human Immune Deficiency Virus (HIV) carriers at 10 times that of AIDS cases.
International Red Cross spokespersons said 72 Salvadorans have died of AIDS thus far in 1991.
Most of the victims were males between 25 and 40 years of age. On Oct. 5 in Tegucigalpa, Maite
Paredes, director of the Honduran National AIDS Control Program, reported 1,417 confirmed
cases of the disease during the first nine months of 1991. According to Paredes, the disease is
spreading at an alarming rate, from an average of one confirmed case every three days in 1990, to
two cases per day this year. Over half of all AIDS victims in Central America have been registered
in Honduras. The number of HIV carriers is estimated at 35,000. Paredes said that although a
general understanding exists of how the disease is spread, Hondurans have not changed their sexual
behavior in order to avoid contracting and/or spreading the disease. Dr. Enrique Zelaya, head of
the Health Ministry's epidemiology department and director of the National AIDS Commission,
noted that male promiscuity and the rising incidence of prostitution are contributing to the spread
of AIDS. He added that a third of confirmed AIDS cases are women. Zelaya noted that women from
all social classes are increasingly resorting to prostitution "in order to survive the country's critical
economic situation." Studies carried out by the AIDS Commission reveal that many young women
resort to prostitution to pay for their high school and university education. Prostitutes employed in
legally registered brothels receive regular medical check-ups and free supplies of condoms. Those
who work in "private houses" are not subject to these controls. In a recent interview, Dr. Manuel
Figueroa, head of the country's Center to Combat AIDS, recently said that Honduran men "just
can't keep themselves away from prostitutes...and for that they are going to die." Before they die, he
added, they will likely spread the disease to hundreds of women. [Basic data from Women's Feature
Service (New York), 08/27/91 EFE, 10/03/91; AFP, 10/05/91)
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